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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1. (Currently Amended) A camera for recording a captured image on 
a recording medium in accordance with an instruction from a 
recording instruction device, the camera comprising: 

an imaging part provided with an imaging optical system and an 
imaging device; 

an image capturing device for capturing an image of a field by 
the imaging part ; 

a display part for showing an image captured by the 
imaging part capturing device ; 

a touch panel provided over the display part; 

a positional information acquiring device for determining a 
touched portion of the touch panel; 

a principal subject determining device for determining a 
principal subject in the captured image shown on the display part 
in accordance with the determined touched portion; and 

a principal subject position recorder for recording, on the 
recording medium, principal subject positional information 
representing the position of the determined principal subject in 
the captured image when the captured image is recorded on the 
recording medium in accordance with the instruction from the 
recording instruction device, wherein a still image is recorded on 
the recording medium, with the positional information of the 
principal subject, after the principal subject is determined. 



2 



Appl. No. 09/182,875 



2. (Original) The camera as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising an exposure controller for controlling exposure in 
conformity with the determined principal subject. 

3. (Original) The camera as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising an auto- focus device for focusing the imaging optical 
system on the determined principal subject. 

4. (Previously Presented) The camera as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the recording instruction device includes the touch panel 
and the positional information acquiring device and directs that 
the captured image be recorded on the recording medium when the 
touch panel is touched. 

5. (Original) The camera as defined in claim 1, further 
comprising : 

a frame detector for detecting, with the positional 
information acquiring device, a closed figure from a track of the 
touched portion described on the touch panel; and 

a frame display processor for displaying the closed figure on 
the display part; 
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wherein the principal subject determining device determines an 
area inside the closed figure on the captured image as the 
principal subj ect . 

6. (Previously Presented) An electronic camera comprising: 
an imaging part provided with an imaging optical system and an 
imaging device; 

a recording instruction device; 

a recording part for recording, in a memory, an image captured 
by the imaging part in accordance with an instruction from the 
recording instruction device; 

a display part for showing an image captured by the imaging 

part ; 

a touch panel provided over the display part; 

a positional information acquiring device for determining a 
touched portion of the touch panel; 

a principal subject determining device for determining a 
principal subject in the captured image shown on the display part 
in accordance with the determined touched portion; and 

a principal subject position recorder for recording, on the 
recording medium, principal subject positional information 
representing the position of the determined principal subject in 
the captured image as well as image data representing the captured 
image when the captured image is recorded on the recording medium 



4 



Appl. No. 09/182,875 

in accordance with the instruction from the recording instruction 
device, 

wherein a still image captured by the imaging part is recorded 
on the recording medium, with the positional information of the 
principal subject, after the principal subject is determined. 

7. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 6, 
further comprising an exposure controller for controlling exposure 
in conformity with the determined principal subject. 

8. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 6, 
further comprising an auto- focus device for focusing the imaging 
optical system on the determined principal subject. 

9. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 6, 
further comprising an image tone correcting device for performing a 
predetermined image tone correction for the principal subject 
during reproduction of the recorded image in accordance with the 
recorded principal subject positional information. 

10. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 6, 
further comprising an image processor for expanding and reducing 
the captured image about a reference point determined in accordance 
with the principal subject positional information. 
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11. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 6, 
further comprising: 

a frame detector for detecting, with the positional 
information acquiring device, a closed figure from a track of the 
touched portion described on the touch panel; 

a frame display processor for displaying the closed figure on 
the display part; and 

wherein the principal subject determining device determines, 
as the principal subject, an area inside the closed figure on the 
captured image . 

12. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 11, 
further comprising: 

a template image storage part for containing a template image 
to be composed with the captured image; and 

an image composition processor for composing the template 
image retrieved from the template image storage part and the area 
inside the frame indicated with the closed figure on the captured 
image . 

13. (Original) A printing apparatus for printing the image 
recorded on the recording medium by the camera of claim 1, the 
printing apparatus comprising: 
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an image tone correcting device for performing a predetermined 
image tone correction for the principal subject during reproduction 
of the recorded image in accordance with the recorded principal 
subject positional information. 

14. (Original) The printing apparatus as defined in claim 13, 
further comprising: 

an image processor for expanding and reducing the image about 
a reference point determined in accordance with the principal 
subject positional information. 

15. (Original) A printing apparatus for printing the image 
recorded on the recording medium by the camera of claim 1, the 
printing apparatus comprising : 

an image processor for expanding and reducing the image about 
a reference point determined in accordance with the principal 
subject positional information. 

16. (Original) An image reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing, on a display, the image recorded on the recording 
medium by the camera of claim 1, the image reproducing apparatus 
comprising : 

an image tone correcting device for performing a predetermined 
image tone correction for the principal subject during reproduction 
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of the recorded image in accordance with the recorded principal 
subject positional information. 

17. (Original) The image reproducing apparatus as defined in 
claim 16, further comprising: 

an image processor for expanding and reducing the image about 
a reference point determined in accordance with the principal 
subject positional information. 

18. (Original) An image reproducing apparatus for 
reproducing, on a display, the image recorded on the recording 
medium by the camera of claim 1, the image reproducing apparatus 
comprising : 

an image processor for expanding and reducing the image about 
a reference point determined in accordance with the principal 
subject positional information. 

19. (Previously Presented) A camera for recording a captured 
image on a recording medium in accordance with an instruction from 
a recording instruction device, the camera comprising: 

an imaging part provided with an imaging optical system and an 
imaging device; 

a display part for showing an image captured by the imaging 

part ; 
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a pointing device for controlling a pointer on the display 

part ; 

a positional information acquiring device for determining a 
portion of the display part pointed with the pointer; 

a principal subject determining device for determining a 
principal subject in the captured image shown on the display part 
in accordance with the determined pointed portion; and 

a principal subject position recorder for recording, on the 
recording medium, principal subject positional information 
representing the position of the determined principal subject in 
the captured image when the captured image is recorded on the 
recording medium in accordance with the instruction from the 
recording instruction device, 

wherein a still image is recorded on the recording medium, 
with the positional information of the principal subject, after the 
principal subject is determined. 

20. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein the principal subject is designated on the display part 
by a user at a desired position. 

21. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein at least one of a release button and a zoom operating 
button is provided on the display part. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein the touched portion of the touch panel, which is a split 
area including the determined touched portion, is the principal 
subj ect . 

23. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein the touched portion of the touch panel and split areas 
within predetermined limits around the determined touched portion 
are the principal subject. 

24. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein luminance information of the determined touched portion 
is determined and the determined touched portion and the split area 
or areas around the determined touched portion that has 
substantially the same luminance with a determined touched portion 
is the principal subject. 

25. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein hue information of the determined touched portion is 
determined and the determined touched portion and the split area or 
areas around the determined touched portion that has substantially 
the same hue with a determined touched portion is the principal 
subj ect . 
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26. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein luminance information and hue information of the 
determined touched portion are determined and the determined 
touched portion and the split area or areas around the determined 
touched portion is the principal subject. 

27. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein the determined touched portion and the split area or 
areas around the determined touched portion that includes 
substantially the same color with the determined touched portion is 
the principal subject when skin pigmentation is included in the 
determined touched portion. 

28. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein a lower right, a lower left, an upper right, or an upper 
left area of the determined touched portion and the determined 
touched portion is the principal subject. 

29. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in any one 
of claims 1 and 22-28, wherein after the principal subject is 
determined, the captured image and the positional information about 
the principal subject are stored. 
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30. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein when a plurality of subjects are designated on the 
display part, photometry values are determined with respect to the 
areas including each principal subject and the mean value is 
calculated from the photometry values and an exposure value is 
determined. 

31. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
29, wherein when a plurality of subjects are designated on the 
display part, photometry values are determined with respect to 
areas including each principal subject, the mean value is 
determined from the photometry values, and an exposure value is 
determined . 

32. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
1, wherein when a plurality of subjects are designated on the 
display part, photometry values for a plurality of principal 
subjects are determined and weighted, while photometry values for 
other areas are lightened, and calculation is performed on the 
photometry value for all areas on the display part and an exposure 
value is determined. 

33. (Previously Presented) The camera as set forth in claim 
29, wherein when a plurality of subjects are designated on a 
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display part, photometry values for a plurality of principal 
subjects are determined and weighted, while photometry values for 
other values are lightened, calculation is performed on the 
photometry value for all areas on the display part and an exposure 
value is determined. 

34 . (Canceled) . 

35 . (Canceled) . 

36. (NEW) A method for recording an image of a field on a 
recording medium, by a camera, in accordance with an instruction 
from a recording instruction device, comprising the steps of: 

imaging a field by a imaging part at least provided with an 
imaging optical system and an imaging device; 

showing an image on a display part obtained by imaging the 
field by the imaging part; 

detecting a touched position in a touch panel provided in a 
screen of the display part; 

determining a principal subject in the screen based on the 
detected touched position; and 

recording the captured image on a recording medium in 
accordance with an instruction from the recording instruction 
device, and recording principal subject information on the 



13 



Appl. No. 09/182,875 

recording medium representing position of the determined principal 
subject in the captured image. 

37. (NEW) A camera for recording a captured image on a recording 
medium in accordance with an instruction from a recording 
instruction device, the camera comprising: 

an imaging part provided with an imaging optical system and an 
imaging device; 

an image capturing device for capturing an image of a field by 
the imaging part ; 

a display part for showing images captured during imaging the 
field by the imaging capturing device; 

a touch panel provided over the display part; 

a positional information acquiring device for determining a 
touched portion of the touch panel; 

a principal subject determining device for determining a 
principal subject in the captured image shown on the display part 
in accordance with the determined touched portion; and 

a principal subject position recorder for recording, on the 
recording medium, principal subject positional information 
representing the position of the determined principal subject in 
the captured image when the captured image is recorded on the 
recording medium in accordance with the instruction from the 
recording instruction device, wherein a still image is recorded on 
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the recording medium, with the positional information of the 
principal subject, after the principal subject is determined. 

38. (NEW) A camera for recording a captured image on a recording 
medium in accordance with an instruction from a recording 
instruction device, the camera comprising: 

an imaging part provided with an imaging optical system and an 
imaging device; 

a signal processing part for processing signal obtained by 
imaging a field by the imaging part; 

a display part for showing images obtained by the imaging part 
based on output signal from the signal processing part; 

a touch panel provided over the display part; 

a positional information acquiring device for determining a 
touched portion of the touch panel; 

a principal subject determining device for determining a 
principal subject in the captured image shown on the display part 
in accordance with the determined touched portion; and 

a principal subject position recorder for recording, on the 
recording medium, principal subject positional information 
representing the position of the determined principal subject in 
the captured image when the captured image is recorded on the 
recording medium in accordance with the instruction from the 
recording instruction device, wherein a still image is recorded on 
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the recording medium, with the positional information of the 
principal subject, after the principal subject is determined. 
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